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The  Supply  Situation 

As  a  result  of  the  War,  the  overall  supply  of  textile  and  paper  bagging 
materials  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  all  requirements;     However,  through  the 
cooperative  efforts  of  the  ^ar  Production  Board  a;nd  the  War  Food  Administration 
a  sufficient  supply  of  nate'^'ials  is  expected  to  be  available  to  provide  burlap, 
cotton  and  paper  bags  for  agricultural  needs  this  year,   if  ^-'e  conserve  our 
present  'oag  supply.     We  can  maintain  this  relatively  favorable  supply  situation 
only  if  we  obtain  maximum  conservation  and  re-use  of  bags  now  held  in  coin- 
nercial  and  agr i  znil tural  channels.     Such  conservation  measures  are  in  addition 
to  those  required  under  the  War  Production  Board  Conservation  Order  M-221. 

Government  Conservation  Order  and  Price  Ceilings 

War  Production  Board  Order  i;-221  is  a  conservation  measure  which  con- 
trols the  manufacture  and  use  of  textile  bags.     In  addition  to  insuring  con- 
servation in  the  use  of  'oags,  the  order  limits  the  quantity  of  nev  bags  for 
specific  uses.     Recently  this  order  was  revised  to  increase  the  number  of  bur- 
lap bags  that  can  be  used  for  packaging  agricultural  products.     Larger  allow- 
ances were  given  for  processed  feed,  seed  and  grain.  , 

Under  the  revised  order,  quotas  for  delivery  of  bags  to  users,  including 
farmers,  were  established.    A  user  may  elect  a  quota  of  500  bags  for  all  listed 
products,  or  for  each  particular  product  he  may  a,ccept  a  stated  percentage  of 
his  purcha.6es  in  1941.     The  listed  products  in  quota  percentages,  com;f0.red 
with  those  in  the  order  originally,  are: 


Quota  Under 
M-221  as  -Amended 
On  June  11.  1943 
Percent  of  1941 


Quota  Under 
Ji-221  as 

Previously  Amended 
Percent  of  1941 


Flour  ■ 
Processed  feed 
Seed  and  grain 
Mohair 

Wool  and  wool  products 
Other  Listed  Agricultural 
Products  l/_ 


100 
100  • 
70 

Unlimited 
Unlimited 

50 


0 
50 

50 

Unlimited 
Unlimited 

50 


17     Except  refined  sugar,  salt,  tankage  or  fertilizer, 
these  products  is  prohibited. 
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Uaers  of  agricultural  bags  are  protected  fron  price  raises  through 
P^^^e ^OBi.  1  i ng s_  on  both  ner'  and  used  bags,  which  have  been  in  ef feet •  for'  sone 
time. 

Conservation  and  Re-Use  of  Agricultural  Bags 

Hsxly  in  1942  the  State  and  County' USDA  War  Boards  •"'ere  instructed  to 
put  bag  conservation  programs  into  effect.     The  object  of  these  programs  was 
tw6-fold: 

1,  To  encourage  farmers  to  save  bags  so  that  supplies  on 
hand  would  last  longer  and  be  re-used  repeatedly. 

2.  To  speed  up  the  re-use  of  bags  into  normal  trade 
channels. 

In  vieM'  of  the  supply  situation  the  necessity  for  carefully  observing 
these  t^'o  objectives  this  year  is  apparent.     Continuing  such  activities  will 
tend  to  reduce  ne-"  bag  requirements,  relieve  local  shortages,  and  help  promote 
a  greater  flow  of  useable  second-hand  bags  into  trade  cha,nnelE  for  shipment 
into  deficit  areas. 

There  are  many  things  farmers  themselves  can  do  in  following  conse"^vation 
measures  on  the  farm.     They  can: 

1 .  Handle  them  properly  to  prolong  their  usefulness. 

.  Bags  should  be  opened  by  pulling  the  chain  stitch  at  the  proper  end; 
this  avoids  damage  that  occurs  ^'^hen  bags  are  cut  open  with  a  knife.  (Cutting 
bags  open  is  no'^  a  violation  of  ^ar  Production  Board  Conservation  Order  Vi-221.  ) 
Bags  should  be  shaken  free  of  all  contents,   cleaned  and  repaired  as  soon  as 
possible  to  avoid  deterioration.     They  should  be  handled  in  such  a  way  as  to 
prevent  mutilation  through  ripping  and  tearing. 

2.  -Store  them  where  they  will  not  be  subject,  to  destruction. 

Proper  storage  on  the  farm  rill  do  much  to  keep  the  available  bag  supply 
in  use.     Bags  should  be  stored  in  a  dry  place,  preferably  hanging  over  a  wire 
away  from  a  wall  or  ceiling  where  they  cannot  be  reached  by  rats  or  mice.  They 
should  not  be  piled  up  on  cement  floors,  or  where  grea^se  and  dirt  can  accumu- 
late.    Thej'  should  be  free  of  all  cohtents  before  storage,   so  that  the  fabric 
does  not  become  caked  or  rotted. 

3.  Get  them  back  into  circulation  for  re-use. 


In  many  areas  used  bags  can  be  returned  to  trade  channels  by  selling 
them  to  second-hand  bag  dealers.     However,  many  a.ctivities  have  been  carried 
out  in  the  states  to  assure  the  greatest  possible  ra-use  of  agricultural  bags. 
These  have  included  '  bo-i'-;  exchanges"  sponsored  by  County  U3DA.  T7ar  Boards  in  ^ 
cooperation' with  bag  dealers,  feed  stores,  country  eleva.tors,  and  other  local 
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^  bu.8iii«ss  eetablishments.     Through  such  arx'angeinents,  many  farmers  have  been 

iaole  to  dispose  of  surplus  bag-s  so  that  other  fanners  coiild  obtain  them. 
This  activity  should  be  continued  to  keep  bags  moving  into  the  trade  and 
^  into  farm  areas. 

J.^oyJL.d..'^^  under  any  condition  hoard  bags.    By  getting  them 
Into  channels,  f or  _r e-use the_  bag_  shortage^  can  be  relieved  considerably. 
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